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Why should we celebrate

The Birthday of Guru Nanak in
Vaisakh?

Some Historical Facts

Dr. Onkar Singh

Speaking truly in earnestness, as soon as this
sapling of Sikhism started prospering, its antagonists
began their onslaughts to create numerous
misgivings so as to crush its fervent up rise; so much
so that they cooked up numerous misconceptions
regarding the divine emergence — the Birthday of Sri
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Guru Nanak Dev Jee. Even before the birth of Guru
Nanak Dev Jee, the alleged followers of different
religions had enmeshed every activity of human life
in various misconceptions and thus had made their
pillage and plunder quite strong and sturdy. Of the
various heinous acts, one peculiar one was begun by
the wicked off-shoots of Baba Handal and the
proponents Niranjanias. It relates to writing of a
Janam Sakhi by alluding it to a concocted name
Bhai Bala. Devising a clique to tarnish the divine
image of Guru Nanak, his life and ideology, a
caucus was built and, under adequate design, it was
thrust deep among the Sikh followers. Quite flimsy
imputations were levied on the pure and pious life of
Guru Nanak Dev Jee. A malevolent effort was made
to present him as a juggler. Such exertions brought
forth such venomous results as the Sikh community
has not been able to rectify it for centuries. The
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subject is quite serious and grim and that needs
elucidation, but we shall ponder upon it some other
time. The issue in hand is to deal with exploring the
truth regarding factual date of birth of Guru Nanak
Dev.

With regard to a few misconceptions put
forth by the hostile adversaries in reference with
birthday of Guru Jee, Karm Singh Historian makes a
mention of it in his book titled ‘Katak kay Vaisakh’.
Brahmins used to say that any child born in ‘Katak’
or ‘Bhadon’ is usually deemed as ill-omened. Most
of the people, feeling puzzled in such disputes,
would send the child out of home. Many of the
people would offer to send the child out of home or
make an offering as alms to the Brahmin, and then
take the child back after paying the ransom. By
doing so, the ill-omened effect of the child was
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considered to have been annulled. Under such a
Brahminic effect, the writers of Janam Sakhi
misconstrued the birth of Guru Nanak in Katak
rather than in Vaisakh. It was endeavored to prove
that the child, having born in Katak, was taken to be
ill-omened.

In fact, all the historical facts stand to prove
that Guru Nanak was born on Vaisakh sudi 3,
Samvat 1526 i.e. 15 April, 1469 AD. Let us, in
order to explore the truth, look at some of the
particular points in this regard.

First of all, we take the privilege to take into
account the invaluable hand-written Sakhi Bhai
Mehal Pehle Ki (in Gurmukhi) written by Sakhikar
Bhai Seehan Uppal, the most dedicated worshipper
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of Guru Nanak Dev Jee. This Janam Salkhi was
written about thirty years after the demise of Guru
Nanak. This was edited by S. S. Padam and
published by Singh Brothers, Amritsar. In this is
written as such regarding the birth of Guru Nanak
Dev Jee:

Samwat 1526, Baba Nanak took birth on 3™ lunar-
lit night. It was ambrosial hour and the night was
Just a quarter left.

Then we refer to the hand-written and well-
secured in India Office Library, London, the Janam
Sakhi of Guru Nanak Dev Jee. Its number is B-40
and Dr Piar Singh edited it. It was first published by
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar in 1974. This
book contains the following lines in regard with the
birth of Guru Nanak Dev:
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Samvat 1526, Guru Nanak was born. It was third
of lunar-lit night. Ambrosial hour and night was
left just a quarter.

Puratan Janam Sakhi, known generally as
H. T. Cole Wali Sakhi, is in hand-written form and is
lying well-secured under entry no. B-6 in the Library
of India Office, London. Bhai Vir Singh edited it
and it was published in 1989 by Khalsa Samachar,
Hall Bazar, Amritsar. In the same sequence,
renowned scholar Dr Ratan Singh Jaggi edited
another three books in his book ‘Critical Study of the
Janam Sakhis’ and the Pepsu Book Depot, Patiala
published it. Copy of the first hand-written version is
lying with Nirmaley Sant Giani Chanda Singh
Rikhikesh. Second hand-written version is lying safe
under no. 2665 with Punjab Historical Studies
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Department, Punjabi University, Patiala. Third hand-
written version is secured safely under no. 2913 with
Central Public Library, Patiala. In all these books,
the birth of the Guru is recorded as such

Samvat 1526, Baba Nanak took birth in the month
of Vaisakh and 3 moon-lit night left with a
quarter, ambrosial hour ... took birth.

Likewise, Dr Piar Singh, in regard with the
Janam Sakhis, edited his book ‘Adi Sakhian’ and the
same was published first time in 1969 by Lahore
Book Shop, Ludhiana. He based the writing of this
book on three hand-written versions. The first-hand
written version is secured safe in the personal
Library of Maharaja Patiala and is admitted to be
written in 1701. The second hand-written version is
there in the personal Library of Sardar Shamsher
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Singh Ashok and the third hand-written version
numbered 5465 is in the Sikh Reference Library,
Amritsar. Regarding the Guru’s birth, it has been
referred as such:

In the Iron Age (Kalyuga) was born Baba Nanak,
the devotee of the Lord. In Samvat 1526 was born
Baba Nanak, the devotee of the Lord. In Vaisakh
was born with three quarter night left.

‘Sach-khand Pothi’ known to be written by
Meharban, the grandson of Guru Ramdas Jee, was
published by Khalsa College Amritsar with due
permission of Govt. of India. Also known as
‘Meharban Wali Janam Sakhi’, its hand-written
manuscript is also lying in the library of Khalsa
College, and there in it is written about the birth of

Guru Nanak as such:
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Then Guru Baba Nanak at Kalu’s home from
Tripta’s womb and of Bedi lineage with caste
Khatri on the land of Punjab at Chahlan Wale was
born. It was Samvat 1526 of Vaisakh with third
moon-lit night at ambrosial hours of the night with
a quarter left.

The Janam Sakhi admitted to be written by
Bhai Mani Singh and whose hand-written
manuscript has been endorsed by Dr Kirpal Singh in
his book Janam Sakhi Parampra was published by
Punjabi University, Patiala in 1969 is found to have
reference written with respect to the Guru’s birth as
such:
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Samwat 1526, auspicious day in the month of
Vaisakh and 3™ moon-lit night left with a quarter.
Auspicious month, auspicious star, auspicious day
of the week, auspicious lunar day, auspicious
moment, and in the auspicious hour Guru Nanak
took birth in the house of Mata Tripta and Mehta
Kalu, and took birth.

In the Preface of Bhai Baley Wali Janam
Sakhi, with its hand-written copy lying available in
the house of Rao Uttam Singh in Sangrur, is written
on page 5 as such with regard to the Guru’s birthday:

On the third moon-lit night, Guru Baba Nanak
took birth. A quarter of night was yet left at
ambrosial hours. In Samvat 1526, on the third day
of Vaisakh, he was born during ambrosial hours
when a quarter of moon-lit night was left.
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In the Verowal Wali Janam Sakhi and as
referred by S. Karm Singh Historian in his book
‘Katak ke Vaisakh?”, it is written as such:

Talwandi Rai Bhoi Bhatti Ki. Baba Nanak was
born. In the house of Kalu Khatri with caste Bedi,
he took birth in Samwat 1526 and he took the
name Baba Nanak in Kalyug. He set forth his own
sect — Panth. In the month of Vaisakh on the 3"
lunar night, he was born with a quarter of night yet
left.

Sarup Dass Bhalla, from the lineage of Guru
Amardas Jee, with the hand-written manuscript by
him of Mehma Prakash (rthymed) lying secure in the
Library of Department of Languages, Patiala and
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accepted to be written in 1776 has written about the
birth of Guru as such:

afe 3fe€ =39 fodmadl A3 gu 35 39|

96 39S 7S & &9 J FIIS UITI|

U5 TH UT€ &d9 A U5 996 J& AfE|
ds ANt €5 W3 fusT A3 weH gifo dfe
AN fagH fsgu & degg Ao usiA|

Ay get fas Sim & o9 A3 gy SHI13)

Mehma Prakash (in prose), as referred by
Prof. Piara Singh Padam in his book Gur Nanak
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Sagar and that he got published in 1994, its hand-
written manuscript is lying safe at Dr Balbir Singh
Sahit Kendar, Dehradun. In it is written about Guru
Nanak’s birthday as such:

The Lord Incarnate ... in order to emancipate the
world... universally accomplished all around

... holder of meditation, disenchantment, yoga and
intellect in unison; perfect in eulogy all over; on 3™
of Vaisakh, moon-lit night with a quarter left in
ambrosial hours was born at Talwandi Rae Bhoe
Bhatti Ke in the house of Kalu Bedi.

Baba Sukhbasi Jee, out of the tenth
generation of Guru Nanak, wrote ‘Nanak Bans
Parkash Granth’. 1t was edited by S. Gurmukh
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Singh Jee and published in 1986 by Punjabi
University, Patiala. In this version also is written
Vaisakh 3 as the birth day of Guru Nanak. Its hand-
written manuscript has been kept safe with Central
Public Library, Patiala at no. 2919. On page 43 of
the book, reference about the birthday of Guru
Nanak is written as such:

Ht Af3a9 nifess & mr ugfe€
»ifE |39t A” €9 99 EiF 3913
nifaafe 1541 AE3 fagu Ugfo A ue
gtH | vy S\ 39 WA gf vo=
yare gtA1551 fag grf3 AT wat you
g AAT | B AH IASt IfT3 mirefa
T HI'I156 | HXS Uy €3uf3 32
WT3H IH id3| TIAS TI6 HS &
Aufg Aa® fAg A31571
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It means to say that on Sudi 3 day of the
month of Vaisakh in Samvat 1526 and the season
was quite pleasant and the black bees were just
humming about while one quarter of the night was
left as yet, Guru Nanak was born.

In the Gur Ratnavali written by Bhai Gulab
Singh and accepted to be written during the creative
period of 1581, there also is written about the date of
birth of the Guru as such:

n9 fHoeas g3 Aen At ¢ fouwt,
3TEL it ot ufast =9 wifa WR FEh I

ge3 ¢ fiw fg3 da wio 7R fouw,
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gt faAmy TR get St A

McAuliffe, the renowned scholar of Sikhism
among the present litterateurs, too considers the
correct date of the Guru’s birth to be Vaisakh sudi 3.
Foreign scholars Dr. Trump and Dr McLeod are also
in favor of Vaisakh sudi 3.

All  the great scholars - eminent
lexicographer Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha; the
renowned historian Dr Ganda Singh; great historian
and Gurbani annotator Prof. Sahib Singh; well-
known scholar S. Karm Singh Historian; Bhai Sahib
Bhai Vir Singh; Prof. Kartar Singh; great scholar Dr
Rattan Singh Jaggi and the Encyclopedia editor Dr
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Harbans Singh — accept unanimously the 3" of
Vaisakh as the correct date of Baba’s birth.

As referred earlier, the date of 3™ Vaisakh
only has been written in the Janam Sakhi Bhai Baley
Wali, But the rivals of Guru’s house - Handalias and
Niranjanias — put forth their plea to declare Guru Jee
as ill-omened and, in order to create confusion in
history, tried to prove the day of Puranmashi of
Katak — full moon day — as the birth day of Guru
Nanak. Even Bhai Santokh Singh in Suraj Prakash
has mentioned Puranmashi in the month of Katak to
be the day of Baba’s birth. God knows under what
thought the date could be construed as such. But his
conviction becomes wrong as per the writing given
about the final departure of Guru Jee. He has written
lines as such:
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FAH3 ASY U='E U9 WA =13 9991

AU fess uHs usaEat Ht yg a9t

It means that Guru Nanak Dev Jee lived to
undertake his royal journey on this earth for 70
years, 5 months and 7 days only. All the Janam
Sakhis and many of the numerous sources and
renowned scholars also agree with this tenure of
Guru Jee’s age. As such, if we subtract Guru Ji’s age
from the date of his passing away, it bids to confirm
his birth having taken place in Vaisakh and NOT in
Katak. In this way, the dates given by Bhai Baley
Wali Janam Sakhi and by Bhai Santokh Singh are
absolutely NOT correct. (For more details, see page
123 of the book ‘Katak key Vaisakh’ by S. Karm
Singh Historian and page 19 of the book 'Janam
Sakhi Bhai Bala' by S. Surinder Singh Kohli)
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In light of these historic references and the
opinions of learned scholars, it becomes clearly
evident that the birth of Guru Nanak Dev Jee took
place on Vaisakh sudi 3, Samvat 1526 i.e. 15 April,
1469.

Despite all this, we, even now, call ourselves
to be true Sikhs of the Guru and we still carry on
doing and get done many things without ever
devoting a little thought ever to probe for the
correctly factual date. Till the day, we have been
treading, by shutting our doors of intellect and
thought, through duality and, as such, our problems
continue increasing day by day, endlessly. Duality
proves always harmful for any nation or for an
individual even and this, in reality, was the real

41



lesson that Guru Nanak taught us to avoid always.
Guru Nanak tried to pull us out of the mesh of
doubts that were woven around human beings at that
time. From birth till death, an illusory effect of
various religions had always kept shrouded every
activity of human beings. Brahmins as well as
official machinery of that time had jointly created a
mafia that was out to suck the blood of common
people; a trait much akin to what is happening now
in Punjab. For example, even now, we are prone to
making a statement that when a state and the church
join hands together, no one can check the loot and
plundering of the people. In Europe even, such a sort
of situation had taken place. It is then that some or
the other divine personality like Guru Nanak has to
come down to the earth for redemption of mankind.
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Coming to the point, one can say that no
opportunity was lost in exempting anyone from any
pillage or plunder by this Brahmanic Mafia. This
clique of the ransacks had raised such concrete walls
of caste system all around that even a thought of
those impediments brings shudder to human heart.
Human beings were deprived of the privilege of
being humans.

With radiant advent of Guru Nanak, the
human society realized an aura of a fresh morning of
the day. They visualized a new ray of hope of its
recognition. A new revolution among humans made
a stirring pulsation within. The Herculean path of
this realization came into action and that made way
from Nankana up to the soil of Kesgarh Sahib. A
mode of moderation and self-restraint was brought
into practice and, treading on the path, they became
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master of their destiny. No need of any moderator
was needed to help realize the Lord. An absolutely
new and healthy way of living was conferred unto
humanity and, therein, every male and female
became rightfully equal masters of their rights.

With such an enlightening environment, the
human society once again experienced a glow of
fresh beginning of the day. They visualized a new
ray of hope and a sense of revolutionary spirit
heaved among them. A trend of Nirmal Panth began
and that started from Nankana and reached the limits
of Kesgarh. People found a path of self-restraint and,
walking on this path, found themselves master of
their destinies. They were not left with a need for
some middle man to approach the Almighty. Thus
the humanity got blessed with quite a novel form of
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life-style. All men and women were considered
equal in such strata of humanity.

While celebrating this Gurpurab, we need to
open the doors of our conscience and ponder over
our life style in light of the Guru-guided sermons.
Quite cautiously, we need to contemplate as to how
many castles of illusive fallacies are we building up
once again all around us out of which Guru Nanak
had exerted to pull us out? Guru Nanak Dev Jee in
Japuji Sahib had given a call to create a truthful
human being after breaking the fallacious wall of
misconceptions. Let us try to listen to the message
heralded by that pre-ordained Gurbani and thus
remain ever in blissful state to pray for ‘welfare of
all’.
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Praying for remittance of any sort of errors or
omissions as the Guru Khalsa Panth is ever a
benevolent forgiver!

Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh!

Waheguru ji ka Khalsa, Waheguru ji ki Fateh!
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